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Theatre Glossary
The theatre terms de ned in this section include only those terms that are blue text in the standards. The
meaning of the terms is speci c to their use in the standards and the artistic discipline. The de nitions
included here are not meant to be an exhaustive list or used as curriculum.
The following de ned terms are commonly accepted de nitions, most of which are provided by the National
Coalition for Core Arts at https://www. nationalartsstandards.org/content/glossary.

acting techniques: Speci c skills, pedagogies, theories, or methods of investigation used by an actor to
prepare for a theatre performance.
character traits: Observable embodied actions that illustrate a character’s personality, physicality, values,
beliefs, and history.
con ict: The problem, confrontation, or struggle in a scene or play; con ict may include a character against
him or herself, a character in opposition to another character, a character against nature, a character against
society, or a character against the supernatural.
creative processes: The application of performance, production, and technical theatre elements (see the
de nition) to a theatrical production.
cultural context: The characteristics of everyday existence shared by people in a place or time, including:
behaviors, ideas and beliefs, race, religion, social group, geography, identity, sexual orientation, ability, socioeconomic status, and language.
devised drama: Creation of an original performance piece by an ensemble. dramatic play: Play where
children assign and accept roles, then act them out.
genre: Relating to a speci c kind or type of drama and theatre such as a tragedy, drama, melodrama,
comedy, or farce.
gesture: An expressive and planned movement of the body or limbs.
given circumstances: The total set of environmental and situational conditions which in uence the actions
that a character undertakes.
guided drama experience: A leader guides participants during a process drama, story drama, or creative
drama experience (see the de nitions) through side-coaching, narration, and prompting; the action of the
drama does not stop in order for the leader to support the students; facilitator may guide participants in or out
of role.
improvise: The spontaneous, intuitive, and immediate response of movement and speech; a distinction can
be made between spontaneous improvisation, which is immediate and unrehearsed, and prepared
improvisation, which is shaped and rehearsed.
motivation: Reasons why a character behaves or reacts in a particular way in a scene or play.
non-representational materials: Objects which can be transformed into speci c props through the
imagination.

2

fi

fl

fi

fl

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

fl

fi

California Theatre Ed Standards 2021

objective: A goal or particular need or want that a character has within a scene or play.
plot: A narrative as revealed through the action and/or dialogue; traditionally, a plot has the elements of
exposition, inciting incident, con ict, rising action, climax, and resolution or falling action.
script analysis: The study of a script to understand the underlying structure and themes of the play’s story,
and the motives and objectives of its characters.
scripted drama: A piece of writing for the theatre that includes a description of the setting, a list of the
characters, the dialogue, and the action of the characters.
staging: The arrangement of actors and scenery on a stage for a theatrical production, sometimes known as
mise-en-sc ne.
story elements: Characters, setting, dialogue, and plot that create a story.
style: The use of a speci c set of characteristics or distinctive techniques such as realism, expressionism,
epic theatre, documentary theatre, or classical drama; style may also refer to the unique artistic choices of a
particular playwright, director, or actor.
tactic: The means by which a character seeks to achieve their objective; the selection of tactics is based on
the obstacle presented. In acting and directing, a tactic refers to a speci c action verb.
technical theatre elements: The elements of spectacle used to create a uni ed and meaningful design for a
theatrical production, such as sets, sound, costumes/make-up, lighting, music, props, and multimedia, as
well as elements speci c to the production, e.g., puppets, masks, special e ects, or other story-telling
devices/concepts.
theatrical conventions: Practices and/or devices that the audience and actors accept in the world of the
play even when it is not realistic, such as a narrator, ashback, or an aside.
theme: The aspect of the human condition under investigation in the drama; it can be drawn from unifying
topics or questions across content areas.
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Creating—Anchor Standard 1:
Generate and Conceptualize Artistic Ideas and Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Envision/Conceptualize
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists rely on intuition, curiosity, culture, and critical inquiry.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What happens when theatre artists use their culture, imaginations, and/or learned theatre skills while
engaging in creative exploration and inquiry.
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Creating—Anchor Standard 2:
Organize and Develop Artistic Ideas and Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Develop
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists work to discover di erent ways of communicating meaning.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How, when, and why do theatre artists’ choices change?
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Creating—Anchor Standard 3:
Re ne and Complete Artistic Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Rehearse
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists re ne their work and practice their craft through rehearsal.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do theatre artists transform and edit their initial ideas?
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Performing—Anchor Standard 4:
Select, Analyze, & Interpret Artistic Work for Presentation
PROCESS COMPONENT
Select
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists make strong choices to e ectively convey meaning.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
Why are strong choices essential to interpreting a drama or theatre piece?
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Performing—Anchor Standard 5:
Develop and Re ne Artistic Techniques and Work for Presentation
PROCESS COMPONENT
Prepare
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists develop personal processes and skills for a performance or design.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What can I do to fully prepare a performance or technical design?
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Performing—Anchor Standard 6:
Convey Meaning Through the Presentation of Artistic Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Share, Present
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists share and present stories, ideas, and envisioned worlds to explore the human experience in
diverse cultures.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What happens when theatre artists and audiences share a creative experience?
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Responding—Anchor Standard 7:
Perceive and Analyze Artistic Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Re ect
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists re ect to understand the impact of drama processes and theatre experiences.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do theatre artists comprehend the essence of drama processes and theatre experiences?
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Responding—Anchor Standard 8:
Interpret Intent and Meaning in Artistic Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Interpret
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists’ interpretations of drama/theatre work are in uenced by personal experiences, culture, and
aesthetics.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How can the same work of art communicate di erent messages to di erent people?
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Responding—Anchor Standard 9:
Apply Criteria to Evaluate Artistic Work
PROCESS COMPONENT
Evaluate
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists apply criteria to understand, explore, and assess drama and theatre work.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do analysis and synthesis impact the theatre artist’s process and audience’s perspectives?
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Connecting—Anchor Standard 10:
Synthesize and Relate Knowledge and Personal Experiences to Make Art
PROCESS COMPONENT
Empathize
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists allow awareness of interrelationships between self and others to in uence and inform their
work.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What happens when theatre artists foster understanding between self and others through critical awareness,
social responsibility, and the exploration of empathy?
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Connecting—Anchor Standard 11:
Relate Artistic Ideas and Works with Societal, Cultural, and Historical Context
to Deepen Understanding
11.1 PROCESS COMPONENT
Interrelate
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists understand and can communicate through their creative process as they analyze the way the
world may be understood.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What happens when theatre artists allow an understanding of themselves and the world to inform perceptions
about theatre and the purpose of their work?
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Connecting—Anchor Standard 11:
Relate Artistic Ideas and Works with Societal, Cultural, and Historical Context
to Deepen Understanding
11.2 PROCESS COMPONENT
Research
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Theatre artists critically inquire into the ways others have thought about and created drama processes and
productions to inform their own work.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
In what ways can research into theatre histories, theories, literature, and performances alter the way a drama
process or production is understood?
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